
COVID-19 Pandemic Updates  - March 30/2021 

 

 

COMMUNITY RISK LEVEL:  Moderate 
Prior Reporting 

Period 
(as of 3/23/21) 

Current Reporting 
Period 

(as of 3/30/21) 

Total Confirmed Cases 54,118 54,738 

Deaths in FBC 566 576 

Case Fatality Rate 1.05% 1.3% 

Test % Positive Rate* 
(Hospital A: --%; Hospital B: No report) 
*Goal is to sustain a rate of <5% for at least 14 days 

10% (3/10) 16% (3/27) 

SETRAC / FBC Hospital Data 
(Current as of 03/30/2021) 

FBC General Bed Usage 106 63 

FBC ICU Bed Usage 21 15 

% FBC ICU bed occupied by COVID+ Pts 17.5% 14.4% 

TMC Data (Current as of 03/30/2021) 

Effective Reproduction Rate R(t)** 
**R(t) >1: indicates increasing viral transmission 
R(t) <1: indicates viral transmission is slowing down 

0.96 
 

1.03 

TMC % Positive Rate 5.1% 4.6% 

% TMC ICU beds occupied by COVID+ Pts 15% 14% 

TMC ICU Capacity (non-pandemic, Phase 1) 100% 100% 

TMC ICU Capacity (combined, Phase 1&2) 78% 79% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
Assessment/Comments 
1. COVID-19 cases continue to decline and hospitalizations appear to be declining, both statewide and locally. 
2. Current concerns: 

 Four of the COVID-19 variant strains/mutations have already been identified in the Houston area 

 Many schools just finished or are still on spring break, and we really won’t know the impact with respect 
to COVID-19 cases for about 2-4 weeks from now 

3. Currently, we have 3 vaccines approved to provide protection from SARS–CoV–2, and more than likely the 
variants 
4.  We have been told by the current administration that there should be enough vaccine available for every adult 
American wanting to be vaccinated by the end of May 2021.  All adults will be eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccine 
in Texas beginning Monday, March 29 
5.  Our goal is to reach a minimum heard immunity of 70%.   Texas has administered more than 9.3 million doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine, equating to more than 6 million people with at least one dose and more than 3 million fully 
vaccinated Until then, we should continue with the same negation strategies and precautions that have been shown 
to have slowed the spread of the original virus-the 3W's (Washing hands, Wearing a properly fitted mask, Watching 
physical distancing) 
 

---------- 
Vaccination Updates: 
(From TX DSHS): 

 All adults will be eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccine in Texas beginning Monday, March 29. The Texas Department 
of State Health Services expects vaccine supplies to increase next week 

 DSHS has directed vaccine providers to prioritize people 80 years old or older when scheduling appointments and 
accommodate anyone in that age group who presents for vaccination, whether or not they have an appointment, by 
immediately moving them to the front of the line 

 Next week, DSHS will launch a website to allow people to register for a shot through some public health providers. The 
public will be able to enroll in the Texas Public Health Vaccine Scheduler to identify upcoming vaccine clinics hosted by 
DSHS or a participating local health department and be notified when new clinics and appointments become available. 
People can continue to find additional providers though the DSHS Vaccine Information page 
at dshs.texas.gov/covidvaccine.  

 To date, Texas has administered more than 9.3 million doses of COVID-19 vaccine, equating to more than 6 million 
people with at least one dose and more than 3 million fully vaccinated. Most vaccines are authorized for people 18 
years old and older; the FDA has authorized the Pfizer vaccine for use in people 16 and older. 



 

B.1.1.7 in US-CDC 
 B.1.17 variant of SARS-CoV-2, first detected in the U.K., now accounts for 20% to 30% of SARS-CoV-2 infections in the 

U.S. The variant is about 50% more transmissible than older strains of the virus, and evidence suggests it is associated 
with increase in mortality. 

 But the current authorized vaccines appear to be just effective and may be even effective in the prevention of 
asymptomatic disease.  Hopefully with the increased production, distribution and allocation of our current vaccines, 
this may not prove to be a major problem. 

Interim Estimates of Vaccine Effectiveness of BNT162b2 and mRNA-1273 

COVID-19 Vaccines in Preventing SARS-CoV-2 Infection Among Health Care 

Personnel, First Responders, and Other Essential and Frontline Workers — Eight 

U.S. Locations, December 2020–March 2021 

Early Release / March 29, 2021 

Prospective cohorts of health care personnel, first responders, and other essential and frontline workers over 13 

weeks in eight U.S. locations confirmed that authorized mRNA COVID-19 vaccines (Pfizer-BioNTech’s BNT162b2 and 

Moderna’s mRNA-1273) are highly effective in real-world conditions. Vaccine effectiveness of full immunization with 

two doses of mRNA vaccines was 90%. Partial immunization (≥14 days after first dose but before second dose) 

provided preventive benefits with vaccine effectiveness of 80%.  

 

CDC Weekly U.S. Influenza Surveillance Report - Key Updates for Week 11, 

ending March 20, 2021 

Influenza-Associated Pediatric Mortality 
The total number of pediatric deaths that occurred during the 2019-2020 season: 198 
The total number of influenza-associated pediatric deaths occurring during the 2020-2021 season (current): ONE! 

 

DSHS Launches Texas Public Health Vaccine Scheduler 

Registration available for vaccine clinics by DSHS and some other public health entities 

News Release - Mar. 29, 2021 
As Texas opens COVID-19 vaccine eligibility to everyone age 16 and older, the Texas Department of State 
Health Services is launching the Texas Public Health Vaccine Scheduler. The scheduler gives people one 
place to sign up for a COVID-19 shot through multiple public health departments, including the eight DSHS 
public health regions, which provide public health services in nearly 200 Texas counties, and more than a 
dozen local health entities across the state. 
 
 
The Texas Public Health Vaccine Scheduler will not replace all COVID-19 vaccine registration in the state. 
Many entities – including pharmacies, medical practices and some public health departments – are 
operating their own registration systems and will continue to do so. People who want to be vaccinated 
should continue to look for available vaccine at those providers, as well. 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/overview.htm#anchor_1571168571052
https://getthevaccine.dshs.texas.gov/s/
https://dshs.texas.gov/regions/state.shtm

